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Connecting Canada’s  
Advanced Materials  
and Nano Community  
for a Global Impact 
Creating community through a collaborative network and serving its 
members through relationship building and a passion for promoting 
Canada’s excellence in science, innovation, and entrepreneurship.

NanoCanada has an exceptional national and international reputation 
and network that it uses to showcase and launch Canadian innovators 
in advanced materials and nanotechnology. NanoCanada delivers 
significant economic impact thanks to its strong leadership and 
experience, identifying gaps in the Canadian innovation ecosystem, 
and developing programs to support its community.

One of the great benefits of membership in NanoCanada is the 
cross-disciplinary, cross-sectoral, nature of advanced materials and 
nanotechnology which impact almost every aspect of our lives; 
everything from cosmetics to climate change solutions, precision 
agriculture to exploring life on Mars. NanoCanada has members from 
coast to coast in all sectors that work to support the development of a 
dynamic and healthy society.
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350+ members 
rEPRESENTED

FOUNDED 2015

est.2018

According to the Merriam-Webster dictionary, a metamorphosis is  

“a striking alteration in appearance, character or circumstances or a change of physical form, 
structure, or substance, especially by supernatural means”. 

NanoCanada is going through a metamorphosis that is more of an evolution than a sudden 

transformation and does not involve any supernatural forces! It is a change driven by a passion for 

action through technology collisions yielding solutions to the critical issues of the planet. 

DRAFTING OUR FUTURE
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Marie D’Iorio 
NanoCanada President

The delivery of our NGen-funded 

Nanomedicine cluster in 2021 was 

the first thread in a journey to serve 

different communities that intersect with 

nanotechnology and advanced materials. 

Thanks to that funding, we now have a  

Deep Tech Network tool that you can  

use to find expertise, access to equipment, 

or collaborators. 

In October 2021, we partnered with Alberta 

Innovates to host an online launch event for 

NanoCanada’s first international conference. 

We explored the power of deep tech, to find 

solutions to today’s greatest challenges. We 

are grateful for the outstanding speakers that 

illustrated the intersections between health, 

regenerative sustainability on our planet and 

in space, and emerging technologies. As the 

June 8-10 2022 date for the Earth to Space 

Conference approaches, we hope to greet you 

in person in Edmonton. We are thankful for 

the support of our partners, especially CMC 

Microsystems and Edmonton Global. 

While 2021 was another year of ZOOM 

and slippers, it did not slow us down – we 

offered a webinar series on health and safety 

practices, policies and regulations, thanks to 

the engagement of our national committee 

on safety and health in nanotechnology and 

advanced materials. Through a partnership with 

Huawei Canada, we have also offered webinars 

on emerging technologies and the future of 

communications. Finally, we were delighted 

to host the second edition of Quantum Days 

in February 2022, a celebration of Canadian 

excellence in quantum science and technology.  

This year, we said goodbye to our founding 

Board Chair, Pierre Lapointe, who took on the 

Chairmanship of the Board of the Canadian 

Light Source. We are pleased to welcome 

Barry Sanders as our new Board Chair and 

look forward to working closely with him as 

we expand our vision and mandate. I wish 

to extend my sincere thanks to our board of 

directors for their support and commitment to 

our organization and members.

Stay tuned as we emerge from our beautiful 

cocoon in 2022-2023! We look forward to 

growth and new partnerships in the years  

to come.
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Barry Sanders 
NanoCanada Chair

I am honoured to be the new Board Chair for 

NanoCanada. Outgoing Board Chair Pierre 

Lapointe has steered the Board well and I wish 

him well going forward and thank him for his 

exemplary service. Although this year has seen 

changes in NanoCanada, the organisation 

is staying true to its mission, which is about 

enabling collisions between actors in deep 

technology with a goal of effecting positive 

change and solving critical problems facing the 

world. Opportunities exist to broaden the scope 

of NanoCanada to other deep technology areas, 

which would benefit from the critical services 

that NanoCanada offers.

One example of NanoCanada’s reach into other 

areas is the highly successful Quantum Days 

annual virtual conference: NanoCanada plans 

and manages these conferences with a third 

one planned for January 2023. Quantum Days 

is a shining example of how a new community, 

namely quantum scientists and technologists 

plus the nascent quantum industry, benefits 

from NanoCanada’s experience and services 

to build its own community. The Earth to 

Space conferences are another example of 

NanoCanada’s broad reach, bringing under one 

tent a broad range of deep-tech topics.

I am looking forward to the coming year for 

NanoCanada as the organisation builds on its 

strengths to broaden its reach, continuing to 

serve the nano community and beginning to 

new deep-tech communities. I have the utmost 

confidence in the NanoCanada team to deliver 

and succeed.
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Nanomedicine Canada was launched 
in 2021 with support from the Next 
Generation Manufacturing Supercluster. 
This initiative features innovative 
biotechnology and advanced materials 
organizations from across Canada and is a hub for 
collaboration and partnerships, provides a database 
of expertise and capabilities, and showcases 
Canada’s leadership on the global stage.

VISIT THE WEBSITE
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Anna Blakney 
University of British Columbia

Keith Brunt 
IMPART

Ricardo Couto 
Ceapro Inc.

Nancy Dos Santos 
Investigational Drug Program

Emmanuel Ho 
Waterloo University School of Pharmacy

Leshern Karamchand 
University of Michigan - Rackham Graduate School

Stan Kleinikkink 
ATS Automation Tooling Systems Inc.

Michel Meunier 
Polytechnique Montréal

Sushanta Mitra 
Waterloo Institute for Nanotechnology

Ravin Narain 
University of Alberta

Emille Rodrigues 
University of Ottawa

W. Mark Shanley 
ZYXcor Immunology

Abishek Wadhwa 
University of British Columbia

Adetola Adesida 
University of Alberta

Lei Zhang 
University of Waterloo
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The vision for the Deep Tech Network tool starts with the Nanomedicine Canada community  
and aims to bring together stakeholders in biotech, nanotech and advanced materials.  

The broader reach for this network is driven by NanoCanada’s diverse array of members who’s sectors range 
from forestry, biotech, advanced manufacturing, and everything in between.

VISIT THE WEBSITE
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https://deeptechnetwork.ca/


EVENTSEVENTS
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The vision for the Deep Tech Network tool starts with the Nanomedicine Canada community  
and aims to bring together stakeholders in biotech, nanotech and advanced materials.  

The broader reach for this network is driven by NanoCanada’s diverse array of members who’s sectors range from 
forestry, biotech, advanced manufacturing, and everything in between.

From Earth to Space Launch event was a virtual 
one-day conference showcasing the incredible 
opportunities in meaningful collisions of 
technologies. The launch event set the stage for 
our in-person international conference this coming 
June. Working closely with our partners at Alberta 
Innovates we built a program on the INVENTURE$ 
Unbound platform that allowed for interactive 
discussions and presentations. We welcomed 
renowned speakers from across the globe to discuss 
health innovation, sustainable development goals, 
and the future of innovation. 

We look forward to continuing these discussions in 
Edmonton from June 8-10, 2022!

600+ 
PARTICIPANTS

TOPICS 
• HEALTH & NANOMEDICINE 
• SUSTAINABILITY 
• THE FUTURE & BEYOND

20+ 
SPEAKERS
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The Canadian Safety and Health Initiative for Nanotechnology and Advanced Materials 
(CASHINAM) provides an integrated learning and implementation platform. The platform 
supports the best health and safety practices for research and product development 
environments. Responsible design, production, and recycling of products using advanced 
materials and nanotechnology is necessary to support industry and drive Canadian innovation. 
This initiative brings together government researchers and regulators, industrial experts, as 
well as academia in supporting a safer environment for Canadians and a strong network to 
support Canadian industry.

CASHINAM held three insightful webinars:

Canadian Safety &
Health Initiative for
Nanotechnology

WATCH THE WEBINARS

Why ISO, CSA, and  
OECD nanotechnology 

health and safety standards 
are relevant to you?

From Exposure to PPE:  
How to Protect against  
Ultrafine Particles in an 

Occupational Environment

Nanotechnology  
regulation in Canada, the 

United States, and the 
European Union
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https://nanocanada.com/health-safety/


WATCH THE WEBINAR

NanoCanada partnered with Huawei Canada to 
host a webinar featuring Canadian researchers 
working on atomic layer deposition or etching 

from various perspectives, including the selection 
and design of precursor materials or the process 

itself and its simulation. 

NanoCanada 2021 ANNUAL REPORT14

https://nanocanada.com/news/huawei-moore-webinar/


F E B R U A R Y  8 - 1 0 ,  2 0 2 2

1024 
QUANTUM DAYS 

PARTICIPANTS

68 
SPEAKERS

56 
POSTER 

PRESENTATIONS

21 
EXHIBITORS

19 
CAREER FAIR 
EXHIBITORS

13,987 
 AGENDA VIEWS

71 
JOB  

APPLICATIONS

125 
JOB LISTINGS

86,220 
SPONSOR 

IMPRESSIONS

20 
SPONSORS

62 
COMMUNITY  

BOARD TOPICS

1,588 
MESSAGES

Canada has a strong, growing coast-to-coast quantum community spanning from 
academia to government laboratories and industry. Sessions included talks by 

prominent speakers, panel discussions, and networking events enabling Canadians to 
showcase excellence in their fields. This three-day event brought Canada’s quantum 

community together, enabling awareness and collaboration across the country.

LEARN MORE ABOUT QUANTUM DAYS
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https://quantumdays.ca/


E X E C U T I V E  T E A M 
LEFT TO RIGHT

JANICE WARKENTIN 
EXECUT IVE DIRECTOR 

MARIE D’IORIO 
PRESIDENT

PATRICIA TOKUNAGA 
DIRECTOR OF OPERAT IONS
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thank you to our members
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